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Juge 27, 2000

Senaror {rrin Hatzh, Chaimman senatar Parnck Leahy, Ranking Member
o ittes oo the Judiciary Commitbese cn the Judiciary

L-uifed Siates Jenale [Intted Stares Senate

Washingron, 0.2 20510 Washingsn, B, T0310

13ear Seeator Hateh and Senatoe Leahy:

W Are WALGE 70 CAPLESs our OpPosiLing [a 3, 1573, the “Class Actiom Faimess Act.™ This legisiaton
woould be amything ool "fair”™ o plaintfls inyolved in c.ass acuon cases browght in state courts that are
based 4o state environmental or public health pratesticn Taws. The hill wenld allow defendants in such
actions [o remove state law cases ta federal court, placing these cases i a foram that could be
disadvantageous to tose plaintifs, addmg time and rxpease while Hogging the federa! Souts to the
detehnent of parties that 2 oroperly befoee & federal Morum. We wrge you to oppose this anti-
envircnmental egiskation.

lass actions are an mportast tool that can oe wsed fa pratect the pubiic’s health and critical natural
resources by effiering a lepal means 10 ageregale ¢lains to address them mors efficiently and effectively
than can be dace through edividwal litigateon. CCitizens maly wee the stare class actton mechanism to dain
apcess v the coures i swuaticns where Jefendants, through 3 singlhe act or series of actg, have inflicted
similar injuries on a large number of peapee ina community exposed 1o toxins from a chemical sceident,
ar whoge wells have been enntmminated, er who biave suffared pther environmental harm. 5. 333 would
benefit policiers in almost every st eavircmmental 21ass aclicn case by allowing them to emave these
cases from state courts yaf may be better equipped tr pandle the -- oven if e citizen pludstiffs object

Further, a:lowing defendants to remove to federal Loun cases that more propecly beloag in stats couart wii
needlessly clog the sleeady overbucdensed federal caurts. creating Cejave for those parties in eovironmenrtal
cases whese slajans must be heard in a federal forum As LLS. Sepreme Caourt Thief Justice William
Rhenquist has stated, "Congress shauld commil (yel to conservig the federil courts a5 o distineeve
adieral farum of lmited jurisdictior i our spsied of federchism £ hvil ared erieinal furssdiction shoufd be
G sigred fo chy federal courts oniy ha further etearty defined national inferests, lemimg [0 dhe SEale cOurTs
tha respongipility for adiudicaring of! ol minees. *{Citing the Judicial Conference’s repatt on the
Lzng Range Plan for the Federal Courts, 19981 We do not helieve that & “zlearly defiped national
eteresl” his heen identified by proponeats of this bi'l that would justify aliowiny Jefendarts ta zmove
stale |2w enviecnmental class action casss ta federal socurs.

Cittzes plaintiffs in class actions should nat be stripped of their raditionzal rght to have their cases heard
in the maost appeopriate forum, including their state conrts. We urgs y¥eU W OpEOse this legizlaton that
wauld benefi: polluters at the expense of communitivs harmed by envircosmental disasers.
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